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EDITOR'S NOTES
Hey Warriors, 

Welcome to the second issue of The Windermere Word’s monthly digital paper! This month, we 

are featuring new articles, current events, updates and opportunities from student clubs and 

organizations, and more work done by your very own peers. 

For the month of April, we decided to focus on the themes of activism and awareness. In this 

month’s edition of the Word, you will come across a number of stories in which people have been 

motivated to demonstrate, inspire, and bring certain issues to public attention. We have decided 

to highlight these stories, which include the WE Educate event, the teachers’ strike in Oklahoma, 

and the ongoing Kinder Morgan protests. In addition, we feature Youth For Climate Justice Now, 

which is hosting its 8th Annual Earth Day Parade & Festival to celebrate and spark environmental 

action. All of these stories are linked together by one overarching theme: The desire to create 

meaningful change. When you read this issue, we encourage you to think about the reasons why 

people decide to advocate - why they decide to fight for something rather than to simply live on 

with their daily lives. We hope that you will also perhaps think about an issue you care about and 

find ways to demonstrate that passion. 

Lastly, I would like to give special thanks to Alice Zhang and Janette Chen of the Planning 

Committee for creating this month’s edition of the digital paper. On behalf our the team, we 

hope you enjoy reading The Windermere Word! 

ANGUS HO 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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WE EDUCATE 
B Y   A L Y S S A  Y A N  ( V I C E - C H A I R  

O F  W I N D E R M E R E ' S  W E  C L U B )  

PHOTO CREDITS: TERRY LAM

From everyone within the WE Club, we 

want to thank all of you for attending 

and coming out to listen to the various 

empowering speakers. We hope you all 

were able to get something out of the 

event!

Be sure to look to our Facebook Page 

(Windermere WE) for event photos and 

our pamphlet for opportunities and 

ways to get involved at Windermere.

WE Educate was a one day 

event catered to Grade 8-10s 

that featured inspirational and 

empowering speakers 

touching on relevant topics 

such as volunteerism, 

challenging yourself and 

pushing yourself to do more. 

High school is a short 5 years, 

and we want every one of you 

to make the most of it!

“Display your passion in 

everything you do and inspire 

others to follow your lead.”(Austin 

Nguyen - Chair of Windermere's 

WE Club). 
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TEACHER WALKOUT IN OKLAHOMA 
B Y   J U S T I N  R A M O S ,  G R A D E  1 2  

It was on April 2nd when Oklahoma 

teachers decided to take action and 

organize. Tens of thousands of teachers 

from all over the state of Oklahoma 

marched towards the state capital of 

Oklahoma City. According to the 

Oklahoma Teacher Walkout page on 

Facebook, nearly 30,000 teachers 

confronted the Oklahoma State Capitol. 

They demanded the state provide $3.3 

billion over the course of three years for 

improved benefits, school funding, and a 

pay raise for teachers and supporting 

staff such as custodians and bus drivers. 

Alongside the teachers were students, 

parents, activists and state workers.

To discover the cause of this crisis, we 

must look back at the actions of the 

Republican government of Oklahoma. 

Lawmakers cut business taxes and the 

tax rates of top income earners for the 

purpose of creating an economic boom. 

Instead, the opposite occurred and a 

billion dollar budget gap was made. As a 

result, the government decided to make 

cuts to many areas including education in 

an attempt to make up for the gap. 

These cuts led to 20% of Oklahoma 

public schools having to switch to a four- 

day school week.

When looking at the situation, it’s easy to 

understand teachers and other education 

workers are frustrated with their state 

legislators. It has been 10 years since the 

last teacher pay raise. For many, current 

salaries are just not enough. In 2016, the 

average salary for a teacher in Oklahoma 

was $45,276 with many making much less. 

Thousands of teachers are so desperate that 

some are working second and third jobs! It’s 

no wonder that Oklahoma ranks 49th in the 

United States when it comes to average 

teacher salaries. To make matters worse, 

teachers are leaving Oklahoma. A quarter of 

Oklahoma City teachers leave every year 

prompting the state to give out thousands of 

emergency teaching certificates. More and 

more students are finding themselves being 

taught by uncertified teachers. 

The protesters wanted a $10,000 pay 

raise for teachers over three years, a 

$7,000 pay raise for support staff over 

Continued on next page 

three years, raises for all state employees 

and $200 million in school funding. In 

addition, they wanted an improvement in 

pensions and benefits like health care.
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Despite the urgent call for an increase in the 

salaries of teachers and supporting staff, it is 

not the only reason to rebel. Although 

Oklahoma teachers received a $6,100 raise 

prior to the strike, there was no increase in 

funding for schools and supporting staff. A 

number of Oklahoma public school teachers 

spend extra hours taping worn out books and 

repairing broken and ancient supplies.  

Republican governor Mary Fallin didn’t help 

her government’s image by commenting on 

teachers’ demands. Governor Fallin 

compared the struggle of educators to “a 

teenage kid that wants a better car”. 

Understandably, teachers weren’t pleased 

with Fallin’s comments. 

We in B.C. have gone through a 

similar experience in the past. Some 

of us may have a vague memory of 

the 2014 dispute between the B.C. 

Teachers’ Federation and Christy 

Clark’s government, which eventually 

triggered a teachers’ strike.  

Oklahoma teachers drew inspiration 

from their comrades in West Virginia 

where earlier in the year, teachers 

went on strike for nine days with 

similar demands. West Virginian 

teachers eventually got a pay raise 

and teachers in Oklahoma hope for 

the same. Teachers in Kentucky are 

also joining the fight for education 

and Arizona might follow suit. 

Regardless of the outcome of this 

conflict, it is clear that educators in 

many U.S. states are fed up with their 

governments and realize that organizing 

as a collective is an effective way to 

have their voices heard, in order to 

improve their children’s education and 

future. 
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WINDERMERE MARKETING GROUP RECAP
L E T T E R  B Y  C H R I S T O P H E R  V A S I U ,  G R A D E  1 2

Hello All, 

What a ride. This past year has taught me a million different aphorisms and lessons more 

than any other year before it, and suffice to say that most of my learning has not come 

from a classroom. My name is Christopher Vasiu, and I am the Chief Executive Officer for 

the Windermere Marketing Group for the 2017/18 school year. 

The Windermere Marketing Group is an organization that operates under three pillars: The 

Warrior Warehouse, Special Events and Professional Services. This past year, I pushed one 

vision as the CEO; to offer opportunities for everyone everywhere to get involved and 

make change. This vision of mine is not going to end with my WMG term. So I wanted to 

take this chance to tell all of you to put yourself out there. Volunteer. Join a club. Talk to 

new people. At WMG we all believe that getting involved can open you up to a new 

purpose and give you a craving to achieve greatness. Take that leap of faith - you’re only 

in high school and you can branch out from here to endless possibilities. When I joined the 

Windermere Marketing Group in 2016, I wouldn’t have known it then that it would be such 

a wild ride. One filled with joy, trials, tribulations, a new found love for subjects and 

people I would not have met or engaged with otherwise. But above all else, a ride that 

would show me who I am. My identity. I never regretted embarking on this journey a single 

bit. Sometimes your dreams and happiness can stem from joining a simple club or getting 

involved and volunteering. I know it definitely did for me. 

With April being my last month on the job, I have been reflecting back on the year and 

how far we here at WMG have come. It makes me sad that this chapter of my life, that has 

taught me so much about myself is now in its final hours; but I could not be more glad and 

grateful that I was able to take part in it. 

I will leave you all with a quote by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry: “If you want to build a ship, 

don't drum up people to collect wood and don't assign them tasks and work, but rather 

teach them to long for the endless immensity of the sea.” As my last request as the Chief 

Executive Officer of the Windermere Marketing Group, I challenge you all to long for not 

only the endless immensity of the sea, but of life itself, and to encourage others around 

you to do the same. Only then will you find a way to capture the true beauty life holds. 

Stay curious and keep looking up, 

Christopher Vasiu 

Chief Executive Officer 

Windermere Marketing Group
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CURRENT EVENTS 
A P R I L  ' 1 8

Trudeau Will Move Forward with Kinder 
Morgan Pipeline 

After a resurgence in protests against the Trans Mountain Pipeline 

expansion project, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has announced that 

the federal government will take the necessary measures to ensure 

that the pipeline will be completed. This announcement followed 

Kinder Morgan’s decision to halt the project, which came after 

massive opposition from the B.C. government, Indigenous leaders, 

and other demonstrators against the Trans Mountain Pipeline. More 

than 170 people have been arrested in Kinder Morgan protests since 

March 10th, including Green Party Leader Elizabeth May. 

Mark Zuckerberg and Facebook Under Fire 

Facebook CEO and founder Mark Zuckerberg has been the subject of 

a massive scandal in which Facebook was revealed to have released 

personal information of 87 million users to a third party data mining 

app, Cambridge Analytica. This information was allegedly used to 

target Facebook users during Donald Trump’s Presidential Campaign in 

2016, and during the 2016 United Kingdom European Union membership 

referendum (Brexit.) On April 10th and 11th, Zuckerberg testified before 

the U.S. Congress on Facebook’s practices and personal data 

handling, but he has refused to testify for the European Union. 

Tens of Thousands of Hungarians Protest 
Election 

In Budapest, tens of thousands of people took to the streets and 

marched in a peaceful demonstration against the recently re- 

elected Prime Minister, Viktor Orbán. The Hungarian election has 

been widely deemed by citizens as undemocratic, with Orbán’s 

Fidesz Party holding two-thirds of Parliament seats despite only 

gaining 47% of the popular vote. In addition to the election, 

Hungarians also protested against Prime Minister Orbán’s 

campaign that branded Muslim immigrants as ‘enemies’ of the 

state, as well as the lack of freedom of media in the country. 
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U P D A T E S

ORGANIZATIONS

YOUTH FOR

CLIMATE

JUSTICE NOW 

WINDERMERE

CHOIR 

Looking for something to do on a Saturday afternoon? 

Y4CJN is inviting YOU to their 8th annual Earth Day 

Parade and Festival. The event, which will take place on 

Saturday, April 21st, 2018, consists of a parade starting at 

1:00 pm on the intersection of Commercial Drive and 

Grandview Highway, followed by festivities at Grandview 

park from 1:45 pm to 3:00 pm. The parade features a 

celebratory march and at Grandview Park, attendees can 

enjoy festivities including local entertainment, an NGO 

Booth Fair, and new features including a raffle prize 

draw, scavenger hunt, and smoothie bike. Food vendors 

will also be present on site, including Bandidas Tacos, Big 

Red’s Poutine and Mom’s Grilled Cheese.

EARTH DAY PARADE 2018 

In preparation for yearly music festivals, both Junior and 

Senior Choir got the opportunity to have a workshop with 

Dawn Pemberton, a (local) artist in residence, who gave the 

singers new singing techniques and also provided extra 

guidance on how to liven up and truly express the meaning 

of each individual song. On March 1st, the Junior Choir 

attended the Junior District Music Festival held at Magee 

Secondary. On March 8th, Windermere livened up the 

auditorium once again with this year's Talent Show! Did you 

miss out on attending the show? Look no further as all 

performances have been posted on the Windermere Choir 

Youtube channel. Last week, the Choir practiced hard as 

Junior Choir, Senior Choir, and Vocal Ensemble attended 

the annual Kiwanis Music Festival last Friday. Lastly, on April 

26th, there will be a Recital in the auditorium where the 

main focus is to have a fun night full of acoustic and live 

music performed by the very students of Windermere.

RECITAL 2018 
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U P D A T E S

ORGANIZATIONS

WINDERMERE'S 

BOOK CLUB 

MAIN-UH-

VENT 

STUDENT

COUNCIL 

Main-Uh-Vent is working hard on our new 

set for Dancity 2018 (May 4th)! We’ve had 

a successful year so far, with both teams 

placing first at Footloose and Notorious 

dance competitions, and a first place 

finish for the juniors and a second place 

finish for the seniors at HCDC.

Windermere Student Council is a collective of diverse students at 

Windermere Secondary School, who have hosted and created 

multiple events within our school for the past 20 years. Our focus is 

to create events to engage our community, promote inclusion and 

encourage school pride. Our past successful events were the Movie 

Night and Haunted House. We are also proud to present our first 

school dance in a couple of years, "Spring Glow" coming up on May 

17th! Stay tuned for more updates by following all of our social 

media accounts!

DANCITY 2018 

SPRING GLOW 

BOOK CLUB 
Book Club is a club where you can enjoy reading a 

book every month with other members and really 

connect with other people through the stories and 

experiences of characters in books. We have read over 

20 books in the past two years and are excited to read 

more in the upcoming ones! We meet twice a month 

on the first and last Monday of every month; and at the 

end of the month we share our feedback on the book. 

Plus, we watch the movie at the end of the month and 

there will always be snacks! More members are always 

welcome! Just come by Ms.Tong's room after school on 

either the first or last Monday of the month.
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Artist's    Corner
Yin + Yangster               By laura yang

"So somehow I wandered onto some articles and educational 
videos about narwhals. My, I have to say, what fascinating 
creatures! I learned that their tusk is really just a protruding 

canine tooth. Their swirly tusk is incredibly flexible and 
sensitive and is generally only found in males. They swim 

really slowly (apparently slower than manatees) and like to do 
so upside down. Anyway, the tooth thing got me thinking…. it 
seemed really funny in my head at the time! haha Maybe I’m 

just tired. 4.5h of sleep last night and a full day’s of work 
teaching math just saps the lifeblood outta me. I apologize in 

advance." *Sigh* Just found out I was rejected again to 
something I applied for cartooning-related. It’s not easy being 

cheesy. Oops, I mean it’s not easy doing this cartooning 
thing. 

For those not in the know, it is a fiercely competitive 
profession. FIERCELY!! There is a LOT of amazing talent out 
there, some have yet to be discovered. People seem to think 

that it’s easy establishing yourself out there, but I suppose like 
anything worthwhile, it takes a lot of dedication, discipline, 
perseverance and grit to see these things through. Some 

might even argue that luck is a factor." 

"Anyone who has contact 
with a toddler during 

mealtime knows my pain… 
at least my child and my 
friends with kids seem to 

eat at the same rate. 

I wonder if they all band 
together and conspire to 

test their parents’ patience 
one painfully slow bite at a 

time."

Want your artwork or photography to be featured in next month's issue?  

Submit your work at www.windermereword.com

Like the Yin + Yangster Facebook page and check out new comics 

at www.yangstercomics.com



11

W
E

 A
R

E
 W

IN
D

E
R

E
R

E

WE ARE WINDERMERE

“At the end of the day, people 

won’t remember what you said or 

did, they will remember how you 

made them feel.” - Ms. Tong 

(Quote borrowed from Maya 

Angelou)

What do you like most about volleyball? 

"I like volleyball simply because it is fun to hit a 

ball hard, and the game is a sport that requires a 

lot of teamwork so you can build connections with 

your team and new people." 

How did you get into playing it? 

"When I found out there was a Grade 9 volleyball 

team I wasn't really thinking much about it but my 

friend Nicholas Bui started to play and asked me 

to play. So I started to practice and I ended up 

being really good at it, which led the sport to be 

fun." - Kyle Monaghan (Grade 12)

Check out some of the exclusive student 

features from We Are Windermere!

For more features, visit: 

www.facebook.com/WeAreWindermere
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MONTHLY REWIND
M A R / A P R  ' 1 8

WMG CAR 

WASH 

TALENT SHOW 

Car Wash at P&D 
Automotive Ltd. 

Y4JCN in the Games 

In support of the 
Humbodlt Broncos

WMG hosted several car 

wash fundraisers down 

at P&D Automotive Ltd. 

Y4CJN competed in the 

BC Green Games for the 

2018 Earth Day Parade. 

Did you vote? 

THE BC GREEN 

GAMES 

JERSEY DAY 

Stunning talents 

Windermere fine arts 

hosted its annual talent 

show - an amazing night 

full of brilliant stars 

Windermere staff and 

students wore jerseys 

on April 12th to support 

the hockey team 
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MONTHLY REWIND
A P R I L  ' 1 8

WMG PRODUCTS 

OF THE MONTH

WMG 

BLOW OUT SALE

New products in the 
store

Glow in the Dark Theme

Telus Case Study

WMG launched not one 

but 5 new products in 

the school store 

Student council released 

the theme of their Spring 

Dance coming up: Glow 

in the Dark

STUDENT 

COUNCIL SPRING 

DANCE

JR. BIA 

CASE STUDY

Amazing deals on 
items

WMG released a huge 

blow out sale including 

stationary items and 

Warrior Wear

Jr. BIA announces their 

annual case study event 

happening this month. 

Topic will be revolving 

around Telus
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